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Tade, Pedersen and 
Irwin honored by IHCC

Davis County Schools welcome new teachers

Leer breaks racing records
Katlynn Leer, like most 

teenagers, is frustrated that 
at 15 years of age she cannot 
get her driver’s license and 
cruise down the highway by 
herself. But Leer’s impatience 
may be justified, for she is an 
experienced race driver who 
this past weekend became 
the youngest female ever to 
compete in an ARCA Racing 
Series event.

Leer, daughter of Joe and 
Leelynn Leer of Moulton and 
granddaughter of George and 
Robin Leer of Davis County, 
qualified for the Labor Day 
weekend races at a recent 
testing session in Toledo. “I’m 
so unbelievably happy about 
how good today’s test with 
Carter 2 Motorsports went,” 
Leer said after the test. “Toledo 
is definitely a fun track! I am 
looking forward to running 
some races with the team 
(Carter 2 Motorsports) and I 
am really excited about the 
direction my racing career is 
going.”

Leer’s test drive was 
described thus on the 
racechaseronline.com website: 
“Throughout the test session, 
Leer turned excellent laps. 
In the multiple runs she 
attempted, she took one 
session alone to get used to 
the 3400-pound ARCA car as 
she carefully maneuvered the 
car around the half-mile track. 
After settling in, she began 
to run faster and faster times 
every lap, eventually turning 
an unofficial test lap of 17.95 
seconds.”

Leer was scheduled to 
compete in the ARCA Truck 
Series event on Aug. 31 in 
Owensboro, Ky. in order to 
become certified to race the 
next day at the DuQuoin State 
Fairgrounds in Illinois in the 
ARCA Racing Series. This race 
was the first of two career 
starts for Leer this season. 

Word was received Tuesday 
morning that Katlynn finished 
eighth in Sunday’s truck race 
and finished 23rd in the Labor 
Day race after an accident. 
Fortunately, she was not 
injured. 

Leer showed an interest in 
racing at a very early age, and 
began her driving career at 
seven in go-kart races. Joe said 
he originally bought the go-kart 
for family weekend recreation 
and Katlynn “took off.”  “She 
then began to run a Midget 
at age 12,” said dad Joe, “and 
the last two years she has run 
midgets all over the Midwest.”

At age 12, Leer attended Cory 
Kruseman’s Driving School in 
California, and he offered her 
the opportunity to drive for 

him in the VRA Series. She won 
Rookie of the Year honors that 
year and went on to win the 
VRA Championship the next 
year. 

Like most drivers, Katlynn 
spends a lot of time working 
on her car. Once she finishes 
volleyball practice (or 
basketball or softball), she 
hurries home from school 
and spends until 9 or 10 
p.m. attending to her vehicle. 
Though her dad, who is gone 
through the week, helps her 
with her car on weekends, 
Katlynn works on the car 

by herself Monday through 
Thursday.

Leer knows full well the 
dangers of racing, and she has 
had some close calls. “I’ve had 
a few wrecks,” she said. “My 
car and I caught on fire once, 
and in Illinois, I wrecked it and 
flipped down the back stretch.” 

But Leer is not easily daunted 
by such occurrences. She found 
it very inspiring to race with 
a couple of her idols—Tony 
Stewart and Kyle Larson—last 
year, and she is determined to 
make a career of racing and “go 
as far to the top as I can go.”

Three individuals with Davis 
County connections were 
honored last week at a special 
ceremony hosted by Indian 
Hills Community College. 
The event was hosted by the 
Indian Hills Community College 
Foundation and was held on 
the Ottumwa Campus on Aug. 
28. 

Gavin Tade of Fort Worth, 
Texas, Joel Pederson of Eldon 
and Diane Irwin of rural Davis 
County were honored by the 
foundation as it kicked off the 
2014-2015 school year for the 
college. 

Tade is a Bloomfield native 
who graduated from Davis 
County High School. He was 
honored last week as the 
outstanding alumni of Indian 
Hills Community College. 

He attended Indian Hills and 
entered into the pilot training 
program. He completed the 
program in 1992 before earning 
his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Central Missouri. 

Tade moved on to complete 
the Air National Guard 
Academy of Military Science in 
1995 and earned his military 
wings by 1996. He led the 2007 
Chile FIDAE deployment for 
the 301st Fighter Wing. Other 
major deployments included 
Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, to 
enforce the Northern No Fly 
Zone (NFZ) over Iraq and Al 
Jaber Air Base, Kuwait, to 

patrol the Southern NFZ over 
Iraq. He trained, equipped and 
deployed 35 airmen to combat 
in Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
A few of his major awards and 
decorations include Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Force 
Commendation Medal with two 
bronze oak leaf clusters, Air 
Force Achievement Medal, Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award 
with three bronze oak leaf 
clusters and National Defense 
Medal with bronze star.

Tade has over 1,800 flight 
hours and over 45 combat 
flight hours and has flown 
F-16 military fighter jets 
among other aircraft and 
earned several military medals 
for his service to the United 
States. Tade has also been 
honored by the University 
of Central Missouri for his 
accomplishments. 

Today Tade is the 
commander of the 73rd Aerial 
Port Squadron stationed in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Former Davis County Middle 
School Principal Joel Pederson 
was honored by Indian Hills 
with the Dr. Jim Lindenmayer 
Award for Exceptional 
Leadership. Pederson is 
currently the superintendent of 
schools in the Cardinal School 
District. Pederson was named 
the very first recipient of the 
award, which was created just 

this past year. 
Pedersen is a 1996 Indian 

Hills graduate. “He is an 
energetic educational leader 
who has made his school 
district a shining star in 
our area,” said Indian Hills 
Community College President 
Marlene Sprouse. “His district 
is small and was at one time 
considered one that was slowly 
shrinking to the point that it 
might not exist. However, with 
his leadership, the district has 
not only bounced back, but also 
grown and jumped ahead in the 
use of technology and cutting-
edge strategies. Pedersen is 
a visionary. He worked for 
Cardinal to be one of the first 
schools to move away from 
paper textbooks and put 
electronic media in the hands 
of both teachers and students. 
He made sure his faculty 
and staff had access to staff 
development to prepare them 
to use good teaching methods 
with these tools. He is an 
educator through and through.”

Diane Irwin of rural 
Bloomfield was one of two 
people honored with the 2014 
Outstanding Service Award. 
During the introduction, Irwin 
was described as positive, 
respectful, enthusiastic and 
helpful. 

She was instrumental in 

SEE IHCC AWARDS PAGE 2A

The Davis County Mustangs 
will be seeing some new faces 
on campus this fall. Several 
staff members are joining the 
district or accepted new posi-
tions within the district for the 
2014-15 school year. Those 
who braved the weather and 
attended “Meet the Mustangs” 
this week have already had the 
opportunity to be introduced 
to many of the new members 
of our district’s educational 
team. Here are a few highlights 
to help the community get to 
know them better:

Becky Zesiger, Director 
of Instruction and At-Risk 
Coordinator joined the district 
this year after spending time 
as a Literacy Specialist at Great 
Prairie AEA. Becky also taught 
elementary school in Palatine, 
Ill., West Des Moines and 
Ottumwa and was an Education 
Coordinator for Buena Vista 
University’s Ottumwa Center. 
She earned her BA at the 
University of Northern Iowa, 
MA from Viterbo University, 

and completed the Literacy 
Coach Certificate Program at 
the University of Northern 
Iowa. Becky has two children, a 
daughter, 15, and a son, 11. 

Jennifer Jackson will be 
teaching for the Busy Buddies 
Pre-school program this year. 
Jennifer has plenty of ex-
perience working with little 
people. She was the Director/
Pre K teacher for Davis County 
Daycare and Preschool for the 
past four years. Before that, she 
spent about six years working 
her way up at the old daycare 
center from an aide, to a teach-
er, to director.

Jennifer has an elementary 
teaching degree with a minor 
in Early Childhood Education 
from Buena Vista University 
and an Associate’s Degree from 
Indian Hills Community College 
in Arts and Sciences and Early 
Childhood Education. She and 
her husband of 17 years, Chris 
Jackson, love living in Davis 
County and are happy to be 
raising their four children here: 

Courtney, 13, Cameron, 11, 
Jenna 9, and Jeran, 5.

Janee Carson is teaching 
Kindergarten this year. She 
has always wanted to work 
with children, so she started 
volunteering at the elemen-
tary schools in her hometown 
of Centerville right after high 
school. Her volunteer work led 
to positions as a kindergarten 
aide and then an AmeriCorps 
Academic Assistant tutoring 
at-risk youth. Janee went to 
Graceland University where 
she earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Elementary Education and 
Reading Endorsement as 
well as her Special Education 
Endorsement.

Last year, Carson taught 
kindergarten at Seton Catholic 
Elementary in Ottumwa. Janee 
and her husband, Brock, have 
two daughters, Presley, 3 and 
Kaleha, 2. They are looking for-
ward to enrolling the girls as 
students in the Davis County 
school district. Janee is excited 
to be in Davis County and says, 

“This community has welcomed 
me with open arms and I am 
so thankful for all the amazing 
mentoring and friendships!”

Nicole Clayton recently re-
turned to Davis County from 
Ark City, Kan. where she taught 
first grade for two years. She 
graduated from the University 
of Northern Iowa with degrees 
in Elementary Education and 
Early Childhood Education with 
minors in Literacy and Early 
Childhood Special Education. 
Nicole is currently teaching 
third grade for Davis County 
Elementary. She and her daugh-
ter, Emelia, are glad to be back 
in the state of Iowa close to 
their family and friends.

Laura Van Mersbergen be-
gan teaching fifth grade math 
and social studies this year. 
Laura Has a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Elementary Education with 
an Endorsement in Social 

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE2A

Joel Pederson Gavin Tade

Katlynn Leer

Fall Sports begin
see page 11

Marty Barnett introduces her volleyball players during the 
Meet the Mustangs night at the Davis County Fairgrounds 
last week. Barnett and the Davis County volleyball team 
began South Central Conference play Tuesday night against 
Centerville and are looking to have a good season. 



Music Festival Week

Davis County Country and Old Time Music Festival is September 20-21 
and is a great opportunity for you to have a very successful Garage Sale.

Success, though, depends upon more than just opening your garage 
door and putting out a sign.

Advertising in The Bloomfield Democrat is the best way to attract the 
most people to your Garage Sale and provide you with the maximum 
profit.

Now, The Bloomfield Democrat 
gives you even more!

A special Welcome to Davis County section 
in September 17 Bloomfield Democrat will be 

distributed free at the fairgrounds with 
special Garage Sale Pages to give you maximum  
exposure to those attending the music festival!

Call 664-2334
to place your ad.

Deadline is Monday, Sept. 15, 10 a.m.
MasterCard, Visa and Discover accepted!

The Bloomfield Democrat
207-209 S. Madison • Bloomfield

Ph. 664-2334; FAX 664-2316; E-Mail, bdemo@netins.net

We Give You More

Free Garage Sale sign with ad!

Teachers
From Page 1A

Studies from Buena 
Vista University, and an 
Instructional Strategist 
1 Endorsement (Special 
Education Endorsement) from 
Morningside College. She taught 
in Ottumwa the past four years, 
two in special education and 
two in fifth grade. She taught 
in Wildwood, Douma, Pickwick 
and Liberty Elementary schools.    
    Laura and her husband, 
Harrison, of Van Mersbergen 
Insurance, are currently resi-
dents of Bloomfield.

Mari Melvin substitute taught 
in Centerville and Davis County 
last year, and is now teach-
ing English for eighth grade in 
Davis County full-time. Mari 
brings a Bachelor’s Degree in 
English and Language Arts from 
Iowa State University and a 
Reading Endorsement for K-8 
English. She is married to Nick 
Melvin.

Stephanie Lanute is spending 
her first year teaching in Davis 
County as the 7-12th grade vocal 
music teacher. Stephanie has 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Music Education from Milikin 

University.
Todd Donels, the husband 

of Davis County’s Elementary 
School Principal, Jennifer 
Donels, is teaching seventh and 
eighth grade computers and 
seventh grade science. Todd 
has worked with troubled youth 
in the past, including one year 
as a youth probation officer and 
four years in conjunction with 
University of Iowa and the Sixth 
Judicial Court. He also served as 
head or assistant coach in foot-
ball (19 years), basketball (nine 
years) and track and field (eight 
years). He went to grad school 
at Northwest Missouri State 
University, and taught previ-
ously at Benton Community and 
Fairfield Community Schools. 
Todd and Jennifer have two 
children, Jace, 5 years, and 
Addison, 2 years.

Brittany Stober is teaching 
High School special education 
this year. A graduate of William 
Penn University, she earned 
her Bachelor’s Degree as well 
as endorsements in reading 
K-8, special education K-12, 
and coaching. Brittany taught 

middle school special educa-
tion at Twin Cedars Jr./Sr. High 
School and was the girls’ soc-
cer coach in Oskaloosa for five 
years. When she isn’t teaching, 
Brittany enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Jacob and 
their two American Bulldogs, 
Moxie and Tig.

Joel Brus joins Davis County’s 
staff this year teaching 9-12th 
grade social studies. Joel has 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Social 
Science Education from the 
University of Northern Iowa. 
His prior experience includes 
two years teaching seventh and 
eighth grade social studies at 
Dawes Middle School in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

Brian Randolph is the new 
High School Spanish teacher. 
He has an Iowa teaching license 
in both Spanish and art and a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education 
from Iowa Wesleyan College in 
Mt. Pleasant. Brian previously 
taught at Harmony Community 
School District in Farmington. 
He is married and has a two-
year-old son.

Ware, students use Chromebooks to 
facilitate literature class at DCHS

Changes in education in the 
state of Iowa have students 
learning differently and have 
teachers changing the way they 
implement teaching strategies 
in their everyday lessons. 
English instructor Collyn Ware 
at the Davis County High School 
has started the school year with 
a plan to use technology as 
much as possible and to keep 
it in front of the kids as long as 
she can have the equipment in 
her hands. 

Ware is making use of a 
Chrome Book mobile lab in her 
classroom. Ware believes that in 
order for her literature students 
to better understand literature, 
they must first gain an 
understanding of worldviews. 
The use of the Chromebooks 
is helping the students do 
research and determine what 
those views are. 

One of the things Ware has 
done is to implement the use of 
Edmodo on the Chromebooks. 
Edmodo is software used 
by teachers and students to 
communicate, collaborate on 
assignments, and discover 
resources. 

“It’s kind of like Facebook for 
the classroom,” said Ware who 
plans to continue to use the 
program and the technology 
as long as the equipment is 
available to her.

Each of the students is issued 
a Gmail-based email account 
by the school district. This 
helps in the communication 
between teachers, the school 
and students. By utilizing 

Chromebooks, which are also 
Google-based machines, the 
ability to communicate between 
teachers and students is 
enhanced. 

“Students can go where they 
need to go on the Internet 
to do research with the 
Chromebooks,” said Ware. “I 
can use Edmodo to interact with 
the students during classroom 
time. I can ask them questions 
on it and have them answer. It’s 
a good way for me to provide 
feedback and communication 
between myself and each of the 
students.”

One of the best features 
with the Chromebook is its 
startup time. ‘It only takes 
seven seconds for one of 
those machines to start up. 
We can use them and not have 
to wait on them to get going. 
We have a mobile lab and 
have 30 machines, which I am 
using almost every day in the 
classroom,” said Ware. 

The Chromebook lab used 
by Ware is the only mobile lab 
available in the high school. 
So far this school year, the use 
of the lab has been limited so 
Ware has been able to use them 
pretty much whenever she 
needs them. “That may change,” 
said Ware. “If more teachers 
begin using them, I may need to 
change how I do things so that 
everyone can have a chance to 
use them. However, for right 
now, I’m going to use them as 
much as possible.”

Students will still be reading 
in the literature class. “They 

will take notes and then use the 
Chromebooks for research,” 
said Ware. “Assignments can be 
typed with these available. What 
I have found is that students’ 
answers are better when they 
can be typed. When a student 
handwrites those answers, they 
tend not to be done as well.”

The use of the Chromebooks 
means assignments can 
be turned in and graded 
electronically and paper usage 
can be kept to a minimum. 
“This should save time for both 
the students and myself,” said 
Ware. 

Ware says using the 
Chromebooks and utilizing 
them for classes and 
assignments is also helping 
to get the students ready for 
college. “By doing this, students 
will be more familiar with doing 
classes electronically. When 
they get to college and have 
online classes, they will have 
a better idea of how to handle 
them,” said Ware. 

The use of the Chromebooks 
also works well and integrates 
well with the Promethean Board 
technology that is already in 
Ware’s room. 

“Teachers are being pushed 
to utilize technology more 
and more in the classroom,” 
said Ware. “This is a way I 
have found that we can use 
technology in a literature class 
that will help both the students 
and myself.”

developing two new programs 
for the nursing department 
She built the simulation 
lab from having just one 
simulation man to the state-
of-the-art facility used by 
students today. 

“Irwin dedicated hours 
and hours into fine-tuning 
the scenarios, supplies and 
equipment so students and 
instructors have everything 
they need for a valuable 
learning experience. She also 
started the STARS program 
that provides tutoring 
services for IHCC students. 
She has such a great wealth 
of knowledge and she is an 
inspiration,” said Sprouse as 
she introduced Irwin as the 
award recipient. 

Annual meeting set 
for Drakesville Reunion

The annual meeting of the 
Davis County Old Soldiers and 
Settlers Reunion is scheduled 
for September 8 at 7 p.m.  

The meeting will be held at 
the Drakesville Park Shelter 
House.  

Officers for the year 2014-15 
will be elected.

Public to get close-up view 
of courthouse clock

Davis County Supervisor Ron 
Bride reported last week that 
the courthouse bell tower clock, 
which has been undergoing 
repairs for some time, will be 
returned to Bloomfield Sunday, 
Sept. 14.

The public will be invited to 
come to the courtyard to get a 
close-up view of the clock and 
its workings on that day before 
it is installed in the bell tower 
on Monday, Sept. 15.

Next week’s Bloomfield 
Democrat will give details, 
including a time, for the 
viewing.

Starr receives scholarship
Colby Starr, an FFA student at 

Moulton-Udell High School, was 
the recipient of a $2,000 John 
Deere Scholarship sponsored 
by Sinclair Tractor. The 
scholarship is a special project 
of the National FFA Foundation.

The scholarship is one of 
1,786 scholarships awarded 
through the National FFA 
scholarship project. The 
program receives more than 
$2.2 million from 126 sponsors 
to help fund the scholarships. 

Starr plans to use the 
scholarship to pursue a degree 
at Indian Hills Community 
College.

E-911 meeting set
The Davis County E-911 

Board will meet Sept. 8 at the 
Bloomfield Fire Station. The 
meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m.

The agenda calls for the 
board to approve the May 12 
minutes, consider a treasurer’s 
report and discuss an update 
on a grant they are working 
on. The board will also discuss 
older maps. 

Mutchler Commission 
to meet Monday

The Mutchler Community 
Center Commission will meet 
Sept. 8 at 4:30 p.m.

The agenda calls for the 
commission to hear a director’s 
report, discuss old business and 

discuss any other important 
matters with the Mutchler 
Community Center. 

Davis Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
meeting rescheduled

Due to scheduling conflicts 
the Davis Soil and Water 
Conservation District meeting 
will be held on Thursday, Sept. 
11 at 7 p.m. at the USDA Service 
Center Building in Bloomfield. 

For more information contact 
the Davis Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 641-
664-2600, ext. 3.

Blood Drawn
The Mississippi Valley 

Regional Blood Center mobile 
drew 12 pints of blood on Aug. 
25 at the Floris Baptist Church.

Franklin Street update
Street crews this next week 

will continue to prepare 
Franklin Street for pouring 
concrete. One crew will be 
working on storm and sub 
drains from the Hillcrest to 

Brown Street intersections while 
another crew will be working 
on storm and sub drains up to 
the Dodge and Franklin Street 
intersection.

DPW Ted Henderson reported 
that residents of Morningside, 
Parkview, Hillcrest, Pine Ridge 
and Franklin from Hillcrest to 
the east must continue to travel 
through the Country Club for 
access to city streets. 

‘Godspell’ cast
Directors Michelle Grob and 

Lois Priester have announced 
the cast for the Davis County 
Players fall musical, “Godspell.” 
Tryouts were held last week.

Harrison Van Mersbergen 
has been cast as Jesus and 
Aaron Gingerich will portray 
John the Baptist and Judas. 
Rich Wortmann has been cast 
as Jeffrey, and Ryan Snyder as 
Lamar. Others in the cast are 
Kayle Stremler, Caitlin Paddock, 
Kirstina Gratz, Camille Cook, 
and Emmy Mote.

The musical will be 
performed November 13-16 at 
the Iowa Theatre.
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The Davis County teachers shown above are new to the district this year and were introduced to the 
public at Meet the Mustangs last Thursday night. From left are Brian Randolph, high school Spanish; 
Becky Zesiger, director of instruction and at-risk coordinator; Jennifer Jackson, preschool teacher; 
Janee Carson, kindergarten; Laura Van Mersbergen, � fth grade math and social studies; Nicole 
Clayton, third grade; and Joel Brus, high school social studies. Not pictured is Stephanie Lanute, ju-
nior high and high school choral director. Lanute was preparing her groups for performance at the 
time the photo was taken. The location for Meet the Mustangs was changed to the pavilion at the 
Davis County Fairgrounds last week due to rainy weather.

Brittany Stober
High school special education

Todd Donels
7th and 8th grade 

computer education and 
7th grade science

Mari Melvin
8th grade English


